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Dr. Nanthini led the session, starting with a discussion of the faculty's experiences using
role-play in their domains. The faculty shared experiences using it for professionalism,
communication, health education, and emergency training. This was followed by a video
demonstrating effective and ineffective communication in breaking bad news, roleplayed by students,
and it sparked a discussion on role-play techniques.

Then, Dr Nanthini highlighted the components of effective roleplay use in medical
education: pre-planning, role appraisals, execution, and critical reflection, showcasing how it
enhances cognitive, affective, and psychomotor skills. The role of the instructor is vital in pre-
planning and role appraisals for achieving the intended goal in teaching. The execution and critical
reflection were vital to spark the thinking of the learners and the facilitator must permit out-of-box
thinking during the reflection and encourage it.

The session covered diverse applications, including simulations, virtual labs, and
multidisciplinary team training, relevant for UG, PG, and professional development. Key takeaways
included the importance of preplanning, structured feedback, and reflection in the effective use of
roleplay in medical education and about how role play enhanced patient-centred care. Language
barriers and the use of interpreters were also discussed and were pain points that must be handled in
using roleplay when the role players are not proficient in the language of communication.

The session concluded with a consensus on the crucial role in AETCOM modules, history-taking, and
emergency management, reinforcing its value in medical education.




