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The Medical Education Unit (MEU) of JIPMER, Karaikal, successfully hosted the second
session in its ongoing international academic series titled “Decoding Medical Education
Across Continents — Part II”. The focus of this session was on the USA model of medical
education, with distinguished presentations by Dr. Avinash Kumar (onsite) and Dr. Srikanth
Mudiganty (joining virtually from the USA via Zoom).

The session started with the welcome by Dr Niraimathi M, Associate Professor of pathology
followed by Dr. Avinash Kumar’s session with an engaging overview of the structure and
philosophy behind undergraduate medical education in the United States. He detailed key
components such as the multidisciplinary approach embedded in early learning (e.g., the
course at Johns Hopkins University), integration of behavioural sciences, clinical informatics,
and emphasis on pain care and substance use disorders.




He also explained how undergraduate and graduate phases are distinct in the US system,
giving insights into the clinical rotations and internship models followed.

Following this, Dr. Srikanth Mudiganty, orthopaedic surgeon with fellowships in Paediatric
Orthopaedics and Sports Medicine from Louisiana, shared practical aspects of the training
experience in the United States. He gave a first-hand account of the residency programs,
fellowships, and the nuances of clinical practice. The session was enriched with his
reflections on mentorship, assessments, and opportunities for international graduates.

The event evolved into an interactive and thought-provoking discussion. Queries were
raised by:

e Dr. Omprakash, Anaesthetist, regarding how ethics is taught in the US model.

e Dr. Sathish Babu, Associate Professor of Biochemistry, on the integration of
communication skills.

e Dr. Niraimathi, on the weightage given to preclinical and paraclinical subjects.

e Dr. Divyashanthi — on e-portfolio maintenance and its implementation across
institutions.

Dr. Avinash concluded the session by addressing the remaining questions, appreciating the
inquisitiveness of the faculty and participants. The event was both informative and inspiring,
paving the way for further comparative learning across global medical education systems.




