MEU session on “Scientific Illustration and Critiquing of Figures”

Date and Time: 31st October 2025 (Friday), 3:00 PM

Venue: 3rd Floor Lecture Hall, Academic Building, JIPMER Karaikal

Resource Person: Dr. Akilesh R., Associate Professor, Department of Dentistry

Organized by: Medical Education Unit (MEU), JIPMER Karaikal

Highlights of the Session:

The workshop focused on the importance of effectively designing and critiquing scientific figures to enhance
the clarity and impact of research communication.

Dr. Akilesh R. discussed the key principles of good scientific illustration, emphasizing four main aspects:

Tell your story

Eliminate clutter

Make it readable
Use colours wisely
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He elaborated on practical aspects such as selecting appropriate fonts, using colours meaningfully, designing
clear graphs, and proper use of arrows and lines in diagrams.

An interactive critiquing session was conducted, during which participants analysed sample scientific figures
and discussed ways to improve their visual communication. Participants also completed an illustration
worksheet reflecting on the purpose, audience, and message of their illustrations.

The discussion included a segment on artificial intelligence (Al) in scientific image generation, highlighting its
advantages, limitations, and ethical implications, particularly concerning Al-generated gel images and
micrographs.

Remarks:

The session concluded with remarks by Dr. Divyashanthi C.M., Officer-in-Charge, MEU, who appreciated the
resource person for the informative and engaging workshop. She also announced that the next MEU session in
November will feature a panel discussion involving MBBS students.

Conclusion

The workshop was highly informative, interactive, and well-received by the participants. It provided valuable
insights into the principles and practices of creating effective scientific illustrations for publications and
presentation.



